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SMOKY MOUNTAIN BASE OFFICERS 

SMOKY MOUNTAIN BASE COMMITTEE CHAIRMEN 

  

                                 

SOCIAL CHAIRMAN 

 

 

Dick Love 

       
ETMC(SS) USS Darter SS-526 ‘64 
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MAY -- 2026 

JUNE 

     S             M             T              W             T               F             S 

 06/06 – Andy Armbrust Funeral       06/06 – D-Day        06/13 – SMB Picnic          06/14 – Flag Day 

 06/18 – SMB Meeting                 06/21 – Father’s Day 
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SMOKY MOUNTAIN BASE COMMANDER 

 

Volunteers are the heart of any veteran’s organizations. I am grateful to Dick Love who has 

stepped up to be the social committee previously listed as program manager when Andy Armbrust 

was doing it. I don’t expect much of a change. Picnics will probably be at the Marina Yacht club. I 

am currently filling in several positions and would love to give a couple of them up.  

 

VICE-COMMANDER 

No Report Submitted 

BASE TREASURER 

 

On May 21st, we had a balance of :  $4,516.66 

SOCIAL CHAIRMAN 

Dick Love has reserved the Concord Yacht Club on Saturday, June 13th at 11:00am for the base 
picnic.  . I will bring pulled pork, coleslaw, baked beans, buns and BBQ Sauce. Everyone can bring 

something to share. We will accept a donation, or everyone can add $10 per person and any excess will go 

to the base. 

We should be out at 1400 so the next party can start setting up. I will send over the gate code when I 

receive it. 

 

 

 

BASE NEWSLETTER 

  
This issue of the newsletter looks a bit different as it was generated without the use of Microsoft 

Publisher that is going inactive in October.  Comments good or bad are appreciated. 

BASE STORESKEEPER 

We currently have the following items on hand for sale:  
 

  The 2026 USSVI Calendars - $8.00 at the meeting, but if mailed postage will be added.  

Baseball caps w/SMB patch (White or Blue) - $14.00.  SMB Iron on Patches - $7.00.  SMB Logo 

Magnetic Car Plates - $12.00.  SMB Window Stickers - $3.00.  The “Nuke, I am your father” coins 

.—$20.00 each or 6 coins for $100.00.  

         Remember, all purchases go to support your Smoky Mountain Base 
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SMOKY MOUNTAIN BASE MEETING MINUTES 

Date:  May 21, 2026 
 
Presiding: Marlin Helms Base Commander 
 
Meeting called to Order at 1901 hours.  Dove the boat! 
 
The Base Chaplain presented the Invocation. 
 
The Base Commander led the group in the Pledge of Allegiance and Vice Commander read the 
USSVI Creed. 
 
COB and Vice Commander led the Tolling of the Boats. 
 
COB hosted member/guest introductions. 
 
Number of Attendees: 10 members, 8 guest/wife’s 
 
Base Secretary. Minutes read and approved 
 
Base Treasurer reported - $4516.66 in the account. 
 
Correspondence/Discussion - Andy’s funeral will be on June 6th 
 
Committees - 

• Newsletter – Man Gildner- need officer inputs 

• Library – Marlin Helms -  nothing new 

• Storekeeper – Marlin Helms - inventory and ordering  

• Membership – Marlin Helms - stable 

• Scouting – Marlin Helms- still no contact 

• Media Manager – Marlin Helms- nothing new 

• Social Committee -–  need new volunteer picnic on June 13th 
Old business –  
Voted on elections, all candidates we’re elected on voice vote. 
New Business – 
Refit the boat float  

 
Good of the Order 

• 50/50 - $66 
Next Meeting:  1900 hrs. Thursday, June 18, 2026, at MiMi’s Café, 10945 Parkside Dr., 
Knoxville, TN 37934. 
 
Meeting Adjourned at 1934 hrs.  Boat surfaced! 
 
 

Ernie Ball, Secretary 
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SMOKY MOUNTAIN BASE MEMBERS ON 

ETERENAL PATROL 

Richard Hayes -- 5/31/2011 

Duie Swicegood – 5/31/2023 
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          Patricia (Pat) M. Eltzroth (81) passed away Monday, May 04, 2026.  She was the most loving 

wife, mother, grandmother and great grandmother.  Pat was also a dear sister, sister-in-law, caring 

aunt and friend who will be missed by many.  

Pat was preceded in death by her parents, Henry and Irene Melloch and sister Janet 

Melloch.  She is survived by her husband of nearly 60 years, Bruce Eltzroth; son, Eric Eltzroth; 

grandchildren, Shayla and Nathan Eltzroth; great grandchild, Gemma; daughter, Kristie Scott (Jeff 

Copsey); sister, Christine (Edward) Skeehan; and sisters-in-law, Karen (Steve) Harvey and 

Roberta (Steve) Kelley.  She is further survived by her many nieces, nephews, other family 

members, and friends. 

Pat was born in Milwaukee, WI, to her parents, Henry and Irene and lived in Milwaukee 

until after her marriage in 1966.  Thereafter, she lived in many states before settling in Kingston, 

TN in the late 70’s.  Pat went back to school in the 80’s, receiving an Associate’s Degree in Health 

Information Management and worked many years in the field.  She kept up with her field through 

continuing education and memberships until her death and was proud of her higher education. 

Pat was involved in Tai Chi for over 30 years, traveling for retreats and seminars as well as 

attending and instructing local classes.  Pat loved all animals and cared for many pets, adopting 

and taking care of stray animals too many times to count.  She loved to travel and was able to 

experience many trips abroad as well as around the US.  She loved to read, cook and garden and 

had a passion for the preservation of the environment and nature.  Her family and friends were her 

highest priority and cherished by her.  She set such a wonderful example for her family, and we 

will miss her and her kind heart dearly until we meet again. 

Her family will be celebrating her life with a private memorial.   To honor her love of animals 

and people, the family asks that donations can be made in her name to the National Wildlife 

Federation National Wildlife Federation (or any favorite animal charity) or the Alzheimer’s 

Tennessee Association Donate Now - Alzheimer's Tennessee, Inc. – Support, Education and 

Research for Alzheimer's Disease and Related Dementias. 

                                                                                                                                                       

PASSING OF PATRICIA (PAT) ELTZROTH 

( WIFE OF BRUCE AND MOTHER OF 

ERIC ELTZROTH ) 

MAY 4, 2026 

https://www.nwf.org/
https://www.alztennessee.org/give/donate-now
https://www.alztennessee.org/give/donate-now
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OMNI HOTEL IN CORPUS CRISTI, TEXAS 

EVENT DATES SEPTEMBER 6TH – 11TH  

Plan of the Week 

 

2026 USSVI NATIONAL 

CONVENTION 
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