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SMOKY MOUNTAIN BASE OFFICERS 

SMOKY MOUNTAIN BASE COMMITTEE CHAIRMEN 

  

                                 

SOCIAL CHAIRMAN 

 

 

Dick Love 

       
ETMC(SS) USS Darter SS-526 ‘64 

BASE STOREKEEPER 
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SMOKY MOUNTAIN BASE COMMANDER 

 
First, Bravo Zulu to Dick Love on the picnic - his first function as the social committee chair. 

We will be marching in the Lenoir City 4th of July Parade, a good fun parade in a small town. I think 

the parade lineup is longer than the parade route. We will be doing a Holland Club induction in 

August.  I expect there to be four inductees. Working with the national Holland Club chair and the 

national office to get a duplicate package for the fourth inductee.  

 
VICE-COMMANDER 

No Report Submitted 

BASE TREASURER 

 

On Jun18th, we had a balance of :  $5,008.32 

SOCIAL CHAIRMAN 

Nothing currently planned.  Maybe a fall picnic, if wanted.  Bravo Zulu on a great spring picnic at the 
Concord Yacht Club.   Good turnout with great weather and fine food. 

BASE NEWSLETTER 

  
This issue of the newsletter looks a bit different as it was generated without the use of Microsoft 

Publisher that is going inactive in October.  Comments good or bad are appreciated. 

BASE STORESKEEPER 

We currently have the following items on hand for sale:  
 

Baseball caps w/SMB patch (White, Pink, or Blue) - $14.00.  Straw Hats w/SMB patch - $12.00. 

SMB Iron-on Patches - $7.00.  SMB Logo Magnetic Car Plates - $12.00.  USSVI or SMB Window 

Stickers - $3.00.  White SMB 11 oz. Coffee Mugs - $16.00.  “Nuke, I am your father” coins —

$20.00 each or 6 coins for $100.00.  Comical submarine poster print - $10.00 

         Remember, all purchases go to support your Smoky Mountain Base 
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SMOKY MOUNTAIN BASE MEETING MINUTES 

Date: June 18, 2026 
 
Presiding: Marlin Helms Base Commander 
 
Meeting called to Order at 1900 hours.  Dove the Boat 
 
The Base Chaplain presented the Invocation. 
 
The Base Commander led the group in the Pledge of Allegiance and Vice Commander read the USSVI 
Creed. 
 
COB and Vice Commander. led the Tolling of the Boats. 
 
COB hosted member/guest introductions. 
 
Number of Attendees: 11 members, 9 guest/wife’s 
 
May minutes read and approved 
 
Base Treasurer reported - $5008.32 in the account. 
 
Correspondence/Discussion - None 
 
Committees: 

• Newsletter – Max Gildner - need officer inputs, need suggestions on what to be in our newsletter 

• Library – Marlin Helms - new books “Torpedo Run” and “Silent Service” TV Series 

• Storekeeper – Max Gildner -  buy something 

• Membership –Marlin Helms - stable 

• Scouting – Marlin Helms - still no contacts 

• Media Manager – Marlin Helms - nothing new 

• Social Committee - Dick Love  - Need Good Picnic 
 

Old business:  
Marlin Helms - Voted to accept all officers 
New Business: 
July 4th Parade information to come 
Navy Ball Oct 10th, 1 table for $400.00 Cob will pay the first $100.00. 
Motion and approval of paying the $300.00 for the Navy Ball table. 
Cob talked about shirts for sale. 

 
Good of the Order 

• 50/50 - $62.00 
 
Next Meeting: 1900 hrs. Thursday, July 16, 2026, at MiMi’s Café, 10945 Parkside Dr., Knoxville, TN 
37934. 
 
Meeting Adjourned at 1932 hrs.  Surfaced the Boat 
  
     Ernie Ball, Secretary 
 

 



VOLUME #: 2026 ISSUE: JUNE PAGE#: 7 

 



VOLUME #: 2026 ISSUE: JUNE PAGE#: 8 

 



VOLUME #: 2026 ISSUE: JUNE PAGE#: 9 

 

 

 

          

 

 



VOLUME #: 2026 ISSUE: JUNE PAGE#:10 

 
  

            

 

                                                              

 

SMOKY MOUNTAIN BASE MEMBERS 

ON ETERNAL PATROL 

Monty Threatt – June 2018 

Roy Hall – June 28, 2020 

Thomas Morelock – June 18, 2024 
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 Our Summer picnic was once again held at the Concord Yacht Club  on Ft. Loudon Lake.  Our new 

Social Chairman, Dick Love, provided pulled pork, coleslaw, baked beans, buns and BBQ Sauce.  A nice assortment 

of salads and deserts were contributed by attending members.  A nice day contributed to a great time had by all. 

           

     

 

                  

SMOKY MOUNTAIN BASE 

2026 SUMMER PICNIC 
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I'm sure many of you have already seen one of these t-shirts that are 
fashioned after the USSVI vest. The ones currently out there admittedly appear a bit 
faded but were limited by the available processes at the time.  Today’s printing 
processes are much better with brighter colors rivaling embroidering.  The clothing 
is Navy Blue in color 
 

 Shirts start at $35. If you're interested in ordering one (or more) of these 
shirts, including a variety of t-shirts and sweatshirts, please use the link below. 
Orders are being taken exclusively via the form at the link below. 

 

https://forms.gle/vz1rnuKoRghB1AYZ7 
 

 A sample mockup is pictured below. 

        

      
 

I've also added SUBMARINE SWEETIE and SUBMARINE WIFE designs for 
your significant others. 
 

Editor’s Note: The order form is easy to use and offers various forms of payment 
for your order.  Half of the net profits will go to support our base. 

CUSTOM SMOKY MOUNTAIN 

BASE APPAREL 

https://forms.gle/vz1rnuKoRghB1AYZ7
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OMNI HOTEL IN CORPUS CRISTI, TEXAS 

EVENT DATES SEPTEMBER 6TH – 11TH  

Plan of the Week 

 

2026 USSVI NATIONAL 

CONVENTION 



VOLUME #: 2026 ISSUE: JUNE PAGE#:14 

 

                

   

 



VOLUME #: 2026 ISSUE: JUNE PAGE#:15 

 
       

                                                                                                 


