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SMOKY MOUNTAIN BASE OFFICERS 

SMOKY MOUNTAIN BASE COMMITTEE CHAIRMEN 

  

                                 

SOCIAL CHAIRMAN 

 

 

Dick Love 

       
ETMC(SS) USS Darter SS-526 ‘64 

BASE STOREKEEPER 
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  08/20 – Smoky Mountain Base Meeting & Holland Club Induction 
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SMOKY MOUNTAIN BASE COMMANDER 

 

Next meeting we will be inducting four Holland Club members. We will read introductory 

statements on the Holland Club. We will then bring the inductees forward. First, we will read a brief 

bio of each. They will be presented with certificates from national and the base. National sent 

challenge coins and a patch for each member. The base will add some swag of our own. Hoping 

for a good turnout we typically take a picture of the new inductees and then one of all Holland Club 

members present at the meeting. This is followed by a picture of each member then a picture of 

them with family members present 

VICE-COMMANDER 

No Report Submitted 

BASE TREASURER 

 

On July 16th, we had a balance of :  $5,272.77 

SOCIAL CHAIRMAN 

 

BASE NEWSLETTER 

  
This issue of the newsletter looks a bit different as it was generated without the use of Microsoft 

Publisher that is going inactive in October.  Comments good or bad are appreciated. 

BASE STORESKEEPER 

We currently have the following items on hand for sale:  
 

 Baseball caps w/SMB patch (White, Pink, or Blue) - $14.00.  Straw Hats w/SMB patch - $12.00. 

SMB Iron-on Patches - $7.00.  SMB Logo Magnetic Car Plates - $12.00.  USSVI or SMB Window 

Stickers - $3.00.  White SMB 11 oz. Coffee Mugs - $16.00.  “Nuke, I am your father” coins —

$20.00 each or 6 coins for $100.00.  Comical Submarine poster print - $10.00. 

         Remember, all purchases go to support your Smoky Mountain Base 
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SMOKY MOUNTAIN BASE MEETING MINUTES 

Date: July 16, 2026 
 
Presiding: Marlin Helms Base Commander 
Meeting called to Order at 1900 hours  Dove the boat. 
The Base Chaplain presented the Invocation. 
The Base Commander led the group in the Pledge of Allegiance and Vice Commander read the 
USSVI Creed. 
 
COB and Vice Commander led the Tolling of the Boats. 
 
COB hosted member/guest introductions. 
Number of Attendees: 11 members, 4 guest/wife’s 
 
Base Commander: June Meeting Minutes read and approved. 
 
Base Treasurer reported - $5272.77 in the account. 
 
Correspondence/Discussion -  
 
Committees - 

• Newsletter – Man Gildner- need officer inputs 

• Library – Marlin Helms - nothing new 

• Storekeeper – Max Gildner - Buy Stuff 

• Membership – stable 

• Scouting – Marlin Helms- still no contact 

• Media Manager – Marlin Helms- nothing new 

• Social Committee -–  Dick Love nothing for now 

•  
Old business –  None 
 
New Business – 
Holland Club induction in August 

 
Good of the Order 

• 50/50 - $75 
 
Next Meeting: 1900 hrs. Thursday, August 20, 2026, at MiMi’s Café, 10945 Parkside Dr., 
Knoxville, TN 37934. 
 
Meeting Adjourned at 1945 hrs.  Boat surfaced. 
 
 

Marlin Helms 
for 

Ernie Ball, Secretary 
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SMOKY MOUNTAIN BASE MEMBERS ON 

ETERENAL PATROL 

Stephen Springer --  7/1/2012 

Herbert Bell --  7/20/2016 
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 The day started under threatening weather conditions and even hotter than usual for a July 

4th.  However our intrepid crew and the area citizens turned out to enjoy a nice July 4th celebration 

and parade.   

       

     

     

   

SMOKY MOUNTAIN BASE USSVI 

LENOIR CITY PARADE 

JULY 4, 2026 
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The Hometown Heroes Banner Program is a 

community-based way of honoring past and 

present military personnel.  The honoree 

must meet one of the following criteria: 1) be 

currently an active service member; 2) be an 

honorably discharged veteran; 3) be a 

retired veteran; or 4) have died in the line of 

duty.  Some communities have expanded 

the eligibility to include past or current first 

responders in service to their community. 

The banners are typically displayed on utility 

poles along principal streets.  They are also 

typically displayed from Memorial Day thru 

Veteran’s Day. 

Kingston Tennessee has recently added 

Smoky Mountain Base Submarine Veteran 

Bruce Eltzroth to their Hometown Heroes 

display in honor of his long-time residency 

and his 81st birthday. 

The program is believed to have started in 

Harrisburg Pennsylvania in 2006. 
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I'm sure many of you have already seen one of these t-shirts that are 
fashioned after the USSVI vest. The ones currently out there admittedly appear a bit 
faded but were limited by the available processes at the time.  Today’s printing 
processes are much better with brighter colors rivaling embroidering.  The clothing 
is Navy Blue in color 
 

 Shirts start at $35. If you're interested in ordering one (or more) of these 
shirts, including a variety of t-shirts and sweatshirts, please use the link below. 
Orders are being taken exclusively via the form at the link below. 

 

https://forms.gle/vz1rnuKoRghB1AYZ7 
 

 A sample mockup is pictured below. 

        

      
 

I've also added SUBMARINE SWEETIE and SUBMARINE WIFE designs for 
your significant others. 
 

Editor’s Note: The order form is easy to use and offers various forms of payment 
for your order.  Half of the net profits will go to support our base. 

CUSTOM SMOKY MOUNTAIN 

BASE APPAREL 

https://forms.gle/vz1rnuKoRghB1AYZ7
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OMNI HOTEL IN CORPUS CRISTI, TEXAS 

EVENT DATES SEPTEMBER 6TH – 11TH  

Plan of the Week Rev.2 (6/2026) 

 

 

2026 USSVI NATIONAL 

CONVENTION 
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 There has been, is, and most likely will be something that attracts one’s interest into life 

that is in our seas and oceans.  For the idea that we, as humans, can go there and function in 

special vessels beneath the surface holds a special fascination.  Maybe that is why movies about 

submarines (accurate or not) have a special mystic.  It is this inherent mystic that has prompted 

movie makers to produce submarine movies for over 90 years. It is also no wonder that most 

submarine movies have been, to one extent or another, successful. 

 “A Submarine Pirate” (1915) was a silent 24-minute-long film and one of the first uses of  

a Navy submarine in movies.  It was filmed, in part, at the San Diego Navy Yard and made with 

the assistance of then Secretary of the Navy Josephus Daniels.  The film was made by the 

Keystone Film Co. famous for their slapstick Keystone Cops films.  It stared Syd Chaplin (Charlie 

Caplin’s older half-brother) and is the story of a bumbling waiter who discovers a plot to hijack a 

Navy submarine to commit piracy on the high seas against a cruise ship filled with wealthy 

passengers.  The first half of the film is typical slapstick comedy while the second half is scenes 

shot from the boat.  I believe the interior scenes were sets ashore.  The film is available on-line for 

viewing.

 

 “Hell Below” (1933) was an MGM movie about World War One submarine adventure that 

offers interesting details of underwater technology in 1918 doing battle with the Germans in the 

Adriatic Sea.  The movie stared a cast of actors who would later become rather famous: Robert 

Montgomery, Walter Houston, Robert Young, Jimmy Durante, Stirling Holloway and Eugene 

Pallette. 

 

 

 

SUBMARINES IN THE MOVIES 

        PART 1 – PRE-WORLD WAR TWORE-WORLD 

WAR TWO -WORLD WAR TWO 
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The 1937 film Submarine D-1. While movies such as Das Boot are better in 
cinematography and detail, Submarine D-1 offers a rare glimpse and accurate 
depiction of the pre–World War II submarine service. It includes a scene where 
the crew uses escape lungs to abandon their boat trapped on the bottom, eerily 
predicting the loss of the USS Squalus (SS-192) two years later.  

 The film was based on Commander Edward Ellsberg’s novel Pigboats.  Lt. Commander 

Robert D. Gilmore served as technical advisor on the film, which won praise for its believable 

attention to detail.  The film was made in Hawaii and Pearl Harbour.  The fictional boat USS AL-14 

was portrayed by the USS S-31.  The S-Class is much larger than any L-Class ever was.  

However, as both classes were of the same design era, they shared some similarities and 

therefore pass as good enough for Hollywood. 

                      

 “Submarine D-1” (1937)  Warner Brothers film is a lack-luster movie adaptation of the 

book Submarine 262 by Frank Wead but does offers a rare glimpse and reasonably accurate 

depiction of the pre–World War II submarine service.  The story line is about a submarine 

changing home port from New London, CT to San Diego, CA. via the Panama Canal.  The boat 

running on the surface at night collides with a merchant ship off Point Loma, CA. and sinks. 

What is of most interest is the technology of the rescue: the telephone buoy that floats to 

the surface for communications and vessel location; the hard hat suited diver that goes down to 

attach a cable to the boat to guide the McCann Rescue Chamber to a hatch; and includes a 

scene where the crew uses Momsen escape lungs to abandon their boat trapped on the bottom.  

In the film, the interior shots and the surface shots were aboard the USS Dolphin (SS-169).  

The underwater shots were of a 1/8th scale model of the Dolphin. 

               

 

This movie eerily predicts rescue efforts with the loss of the USS Squalus (SS-192) two 

years later. 

(Editor’s Note:) This movie does not reflect the service of the actual USS Narwal (SS-17) (D-1)  
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