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SMOKY MOUNTAIN BASE COMMANDER 

 

One of our and all veterans’ organizations problems is membership. This should be a 

subject of discussion in our next meeting. We have done public events in the past to make our 

presence known. A common response when meeting another submariner is that they did not know 

that the USSVI existed. COVID restricted our public event participation and sadly we have not 

recovered, wearing sub paraphernalia would help but more public events need to be done  We 

meet on the 17th in September; we can talk about it then. 

 VICE-COMMANDER 

No Report Submitted 

BASE TREASURER 

 
On August 20th, we had a balance of :  $5,112.27 

SOCIAL CHAIRMAN 

Nothing currently planned 

BASE NEWSLETTER 

  
Comments or suggestions for future articles are always appreciated. gildnerml@tds.net 

BASE STORESKEEPER 

 

The 2027 Submarine Veterans Calendars will be coming out soon.  Please let me know if you are 
interested in getting one so I can work on making our order.  It is expected that the cost will be 
similar to last year but will depend on how many we order.  Contact me at gildnerml@tds.net   
 

We currently have the following items on hand for sale: 
 

Baseball caps w/SMB patch (White, Pink, or Blue) - $14.00.  Straw Hats w/SMB patch - $12.00. 

SMB Iron-on Patches - $7.00.  SMB Logo Magnetic Car Plates - $12.00.  USSVI or SMB Window 

Stickers - $3.00.  White SMB 11 oz. Coffee Mugs - $16.00.  “Nuke, I am your father” coins —

$20.00 each or 6 coins for $100.00 

         Remember, all purchases go to support your Smoky Mountain Base 

  

 

mailto:gildnerml@tds.net
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SMOKY MOUNTAIN BASE MEETING MINUTES 

Date: August 20, 2026 
 
Presiding: Marlin Helms,  Base Commander 
 
Meeting called to Order at 1900 hours.  Dove the Boat! 
 
The Base Chaplain presented the Invocation. 
 
The Base Commander led the group in the Pledge of Allegiance and Vice Commander read the USSVI 
Creed. 
 
COB and Vice Commander. led the Tolling of the Boats. 
 
COB hosted member/guest introductions. 
Number of Attendees: 13 members, 10 guest/wife’s 
 
July minutes read and approved 
 
Base Treasurer reported - $5,112.27 in the account. 
 
Correspondence/Discussion: - None 
 
Committees: 

• Newsletter – Max Gildner- need officer inputs, need suggestions on what to be in Newsletter 

• Library – Marlin Helms - 2 thumb drives with books, trying to figure out how to get it out  

• Storekeeper – Max Gildner buy something 

• Membership – Marlin Helms - stable 

• Scouting – Marlin Helms - still no contacts 

• Media Manager – Marlin Helms - nothing new 

• Social Committee  -  Dick Love - not present 
 

Old business:  
2026 Holland Club Induction. 
New Members are Mike Hacking, Author Miller, John Kisvardai, and Charles Teuton  
 
New Business: None 

 
Good of the Order 

• 50/50 - $87 
 
Next Meeting: 1900 hrs. Thursday, September 17, 2026, at MiMi’s Café, 10945 Parkside Dr., Knoxville, 
TN 37934. 
 
Meeting Adjourned at 2015 hrs. Surfaced the Boat! 
 

Ernie Ball, Base Secretary 
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SMOKY MOUNTAIN BASE MEMBERS 

ON ETERNAL PATROL 

Anthony Thornton – 8/3/2013 

Charley Odom – 8/23/2013 

Jeffery Oleson – 8/4/2022 

Arnold Baldwin – 8/31/2010 

USS Cochino (SS-345) was a Balao-class submarine in service with the United States 

Navy from 1945 to 1949. Cochino was named for the cochino, a triggerfish, found in the 

Atlantic.  Cochino was laid down by the Electric Boat Company, of Groton, Connecticut, on 

13 April 1944. She was launched on 20 April 1945, and commissioned on 25 August 1945.  

Cochino underwent major renovations at Electric Boat beginning on 11 May 1948, where she 

was converted to a GUPPY class snorkel boat.   

On 25 August 1949, Cochino ran into a violent polar storm off Norway. The huge waves 

slammed the submarine's snorkel so violently, and jolted the boat so severely, that the 

pounding caused an electrical fire and battery explosion, followed by the release of 

deadly hydrogen gas. In wretched weather conditions, men of Cochino and Tusk fought to 

save the submarine for 14 hours. A second battery explosion on 26 August prompted an 

"Abandon Ship" order, and after the crew made a dangerous rope transfer to USS Tusk (SS-

436). Shortly thereafter, the Cochino sank. Cochino's only fatality was a civilian from 

the Bureau of Ships, technician Robert W. Philo, swept overboard by an icy wave. Tusk lost 

six of her own men in the same manner during the rescue operation. 

 

https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Balao-class_submarine
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Submarine
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/United_States_Navy
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/United_States_Navy
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Balistes_vetula
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Triggerfish
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Electric_Boat_Company
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Groton,_Connecticut
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Ship_naming_and_launching
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Ship_commissioning
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Greater_Underwater_Propulsion_Power_Program#GUPPY_II_program
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Norway
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Hydrogen_gas
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Bureau_of_Ships
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          USSVI Smoky Mountain Base is proud to induct four of its members into the USSVI Holland 

Club.  The Holland Club is for USSVI members in good standing that have earned their submarine 

qualifications fifty or more years ago.  They represent the heritage of the U.S. submarine service. 

 There are no ex-submariners. Submarine qualification passes a man into a mystic 

brotherhood of undersea warriors, and it marks him forever as one of a special breed. Although 

they no longer sail beneath the sea, they still wear their ‘dolphins’ with honor and pride. These 

Holland Club shipmates and those who have gone before served our Nation extremely well. They 

have justly earned the honor and respect we show them when they are inducted into the Holland 

Club. We, indeed, are honored by their presence, and all submariners should look forward with 

anticipation to the day when they too may qualify for membership in this special group. 

 This year’s Smoky Mountain Base inductees are: 

                               
 Michael Hacking                  Aurther Miller       Charles Teuton        John Kisvardai 

              

            2026 Holland Club Inductees             SMB Holland Club Members Present 

                                   (Photos by Base Photographer – Bruce Eltzroth) 

 

 

 

 

     

SMOKY MOUNTAIN BASE 

AUGUST 2026 

HOLLAND CLUB INDUCTEES 
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DOLLY PARTON 

IN APPRECIATION 
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I'm sure many of you have already seen one of these t-shirts that are 
fashioned after the USSVI vest. The ones currently out there admittedly appear a bit 
faded but were limited by the available processes at the time.  Today’s printing 
processes are much better with brighter colors rivaling embroidering.  The clothing 
is Navy Blue in color 
 

 Shirts start at $35. If you're interested in ordering one (or more) of these 
shirts, including a variety of t-shirts and sweatshirts, please use the link below. 
Orders are being taken exclusively via the form at the link below. 

 

https://forms.gle/vz1rnuKoRghB1AYZ7 
 

 A sample mockup is pictured below. 

        

      
 

I've also added SUBMARINE SWEETIE and SUBMARINE WIFE designs for 
your significant others. 
 

Editor’s Note: The order form is easy to use and offers various forms of payment 
for your order.  Half of the net profits will go to support our base. 

CUSTOM SMOKY MOUNTAIN 

BASE APPAREL 

https://forms.gle/vz1rnuKoRghB1AYZ7
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OMNI HOTEL IN CORPUS CRISTI, TEXAS 

EVENT DATES SEPTEMBER 6TH – 11TH  

Plan of the Week 

 

2026 USSVI NATIONAL 

CONVENTION 
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  During World War Two there were surprisingly few submarine movies produced.  They were 

busy fighting that war and many of the actors had enlisted into the services.  However, there were 

two submarine movies produced that were of notable content and have garnered high status 

among submarine movie buffs. Twentieth Century Fox’s “Crash Dive” and  Warner Brother’s 

“Destination Tokyo” were both released in 1943.  The purpose of both was to promote public 

morale, patriotism, and recruitment into the Naval Submarine service.   

Crash Dive was somewhat unique for the time in that it was a Technicolor movie and takes 

place in the North Atlantic.  US submarines actually did very limited operations there and were 

much better utilized in the Pacific campaign. 

The film started us out with a great little sequence in which a group of awesome 
ELCO 77 Ft. PT boats mount a mission to rescue American survivors floating on a raft at 
sea.  They must defend themselves from a German sub, which the PT boats destroy with 
apparent ease by dropping depth charges into the water.  This is rare color footage of the 
PT boats. These are the type of boat that saw intense combat against the Japanese Navy's 

"Tokyo Express" in the Guadalcanal area early in World War II. 
 

The next portion of the movie is a tried-and-true bit about the CO and XO chasing the same 
love interest. This was a frequently plot of movies of the time.   Fortunately, it is broken up by an 
action sequence, in which the American submarine, the fictional USS Corsair, does battle with a 
German Q-ship Raider.  The Q-ship is a heavily armed merchant ship with concealed weaponry, 
designed to lure submarines into making surface attacks. 

 
 The best part of the film is their mission to infiltrate and destroy a German operations base 

in Greenland.  There were some great shots of the Corsair playing cat and mouse with Nazi 
vessels, ghosting their trajectories through an underwater minefield.  Then after they 
make it into the base’s waters, a daring land raid to place explosives all over the Nazi 
installation.  Buildings begin exploding, tommy-guns begin firing, flames begin raining 
down from the sky, and Nazis begin dying!  The American soldiers make a harrowing dash 
back to the water as the island base erupts in fire and chaos!  The Corsair clears the way 
for their escape, firing torpedoes and disabling the enemy ships.  
 
 The special effects for Crash Dive were top-notch.  Not only did they make great use 
of actual military watercraft, but they also had some excellent scale models that allowed 
for some wonderful effects of massive destruction.  It was an exciting sequence that was 
excellently filmed!  The stuntmen and the pyrotechnic technicians really had their work 
cut out for them and they came through with flying colors.  The film won the Oscer for 
special visual effects. 
 
 
 
 

 

SUBMARINES IN THE MOVIES 

        PART 2 – DURING WORLD WAR TWORE-

WORLD WAR TWO -WORLD WAR TWO 
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The most interesting detail is the character of Oliver Cromwell Jones, played by black actor 

Ben Carter. He's given equal emphasis with second-string hero James Gleason. Besides working 

as a cook, Jones concerns himself with the older sailor's health and goes along on the climactic 

commando raid. He "joked" that he doesn't need to blacken his face for the raid. He stands next 

to the officers on the bridge when they pull into port.  This is an acknowledgement on the seaman 

life of Dorie Miller, an African American messman who was awarded the Navy Cross for his heroic 

actions aboard the U.S.S. Arizona during the attack on Pearl Harbor. The Jones character was 

used to assure blacks that their contribution to the war effort was appreciated, when the 

discrimination in real life was shockingly brutal. 

 The U.S. Navy provided naval equipment and allowed access to their fleet of 
submarines and also supplied service personnel for the filming.  Background shots for this 
movie were filmed at the United States Navy's Naval Submarine Base, New London, 
Connecticut.  It provides a brief but interesting look at the base, all equipment, costumes, 
code, talk and actions are like how the real Navy worked in WW2.  The USS Marlin (SS-205) 
served as the Corsair for the surface and bridge scenes. 
 

                           

 

 Designation Tokyo is a black and white movie known as the granddaddy of submarine 

films.  It is noted for its all-star cast of established actors even in supportive roles.  It is the story of 

a submarine assigned to sail to Japan and obtain weather information in support of the famous 

Dolittle Raid on Tokyo.  

 Members of the cast spent time at the U.S. Navy’s Mare Island Naval Shipyard familiarize 

themselves with submarine procedures and operations.  Technical advisors for the film were the 

captain of the USS Wahoo (SS-238) LCDR Dudley Morton and crewmember MMC(SS) Andy 

Lennox.  Filming of the movie was shot at the shipyard and near Portuguese Bend off Redondo 

Beach Ca. for surface scenes.  The actual submarine used is not documented.  The model of the 

fictious USS Copperfin was based on a Gato Class boat but with equipment and apparatus used 

on numerous different types of subs.  Interior scenes were on specially constructed sets that were 

more spacious to accommodate filming and lighting.  

 The appendectomy operation conducted by the character Pharmacist’s Mate “Pills” was 

inspired by an actual appendix operation performed aboard the submarine USS Seadragon (SS-

194) in 1942. The real-life appendectomy was performed by 22-year-old Pharmacist's Mate 

Wheeler B. Lipes with the help of an assistant.        
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            The two were able to extract the appendix of Seaman Darrell Dean Rector under very 

trying conditions with limited resources and skills. They used kitchen utensils and equipment 

including a strainer and bent spoons as retractors; alcohol taken from torpedoes, and sterilized 

pajamas as surgical gowns. The sub's crew had believed that Lipes was the most qualified person 

to perform such a life-or-death operation, as he had apparently observed appendectomies before. 

Lipes was persuaded to do the operation by his fellow crewmen. The operation took place 120 

feet below the surface of the South China Sea. 

 The success of Destination Tokyo was largely due to the unprecedented level of 
cooperation achieved between Warner Bros. and the U.S. Navy.  For Hollywood to gain access to 
this world, the studio had to grant the military command a degree of influence that extended far 
beyond simple consulting. The production became a true collaboration, with the Navy effectively 
placing its hand directly on the helm of the film’s narrative.  This meant the presence of technical 
advisors on set, men who had served in the boats and understood the mechanics of the Silent 
Service, ensuring that every loading sequence, every gauge read, and every command given was 
accurate. 

 The environment faced by the men aboard is shown in numerous ways: surfaces seem to 
drip with condensation, every sound—the ping of sonar, the ominous creak of the hull under 
pressure—carries significance.   This composite crew was a careful ideological creation, 
showing various religious affiliations and civilian histories folded seamlessly into a unified military 
unit.  Again, respect among the men is earned through demonstrated competence; the ability to 
fix a failing motor, stand a watch, identify a sonar reading, or handle a medical emergency under 
pressure. It could be said that the focus was on merit. 
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