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Base meetings are scheduled on the 3rd 

Thursday of each month at: 

MIMI’S CAFÉ, 

10945 PARKSIDE DRIVE 

KNOXVILLE, TENNESSEE  

Dinner & Social Hour  @ 1800  

  
(Guests are Invited) 

To perpetuate the memory of our shipmates who gave their lives in 
the pursuit of their duties while serving their country. That their dedi-
cation, deeds, and supreme sacrifice be a constant source of motiva-
tion toward greater accomplishments.  We pledge loyalty and patri-

 

To perpetuate the memory of our shipmates who gave their lives in 
the pursuit of their duties while serving their country. That their  

dedication, deeds, and supreme sacrifice be a constant source of  

motivation toward greater accomplishments.   

We pledge loyalty and patriotism to the   

United States of America and its Constitution. 

The USSVI Submariners Purpose and Creed: 
“To honor those who serve, past, present and future.” 

The organization will engage in various 

projects that will bring about the perpetual 

remembrance of those shipmates who 

have given the supreme sacrifice.  The 

organization will also endeavor to educate 

all third parties it comes in contact with 

about the services our submarine brothers 

performed and how their sacrifices made 

possible the freedom and lifestyles we 

enjoy today. 

UNITED STATES SUBMARINE SERVICE VETERANS,INC. 
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Smoky Mountain Base Committee Chairmen 

  

  

  

  

  

  

BASE VICE COMMANDER 

Robert (Bob) Childs 

MMC(SS) USS Nautilus SSN-571  ‘67 

BASE SECRETARY 

Ernie Ball 

BASE TREASURER 

Jim Rock 

MM1(SS)  USS Andrew Jackson SSBN-619  ‘76 

BASE CHIEF OF THE BOAT 

Terry McBride 

BASE COMMANDER 

Marlin E. Helms, Jr. 

Holland Club Chairman 

MM1(SS) USS Spadefish  SSN-668  ‘74 

MMC(SS)  USS Woodrow Wilson (SSBN-624) ‘?? 

BASE PROGRAMS 

Andy Armbrust 

MM1(SS) USS Hammerhead (SSN-663)  ‘ 75 

 

 

BASE STOREKEEPER 

Dick Mitchell 

ET1(SS) USS Conger (SS/AGSS-477)  ‘59 

BASE NEWSLETTER 

Max Gildner 

ET1(SS) USS Tullibee (SSN-597)  ‘71 

BASE PHOTOGRAPHER 

Bruce Eltzroth 

Associate Member 

ET1(SU) USS Sculpin (SSN-599) 

BASE CHAPLIN 

David Pope, EAWS 

Associate Member 

OMSUBGRU-9, FP DET. 2 

WEBMASTER 

Marlin E. Helms, Jr. 

MMC(SS)  USS LaFayette (SSBN-616)  ‘75 

MEMBERSHIP / RECRUITER 

Marlin E. Helms, Jr. 

MM1(SS) USS Spadefish SSN-668  ‘74 

MM1(SS) USS Spadefish SSN-668  ‘74 
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Published by: Smoky Mountain Submarine Base 

 A Subsidiary of USSVI, a non-profit - 501(C)(19) Corporation.     Published monthly on the Base’s website. 

http://www.facebook.com/pages/Smoky-Mountain-Submarine-Veterans/273222054302 

 

       OCTOBER 2025 
        S                 M                 T                  W               T                  F                 S 

          

10/18—K-25 HISTORY MUSEUM & INTERPRETIVE CENTER TOUR 

10/13 — COLUMBUS  DAY       10/16 — SMB MEETING    10/31 — HALLOWEEN 
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VETERANS ASSISTANCE & RESOURCES 

 
VA Regional Office Benefits Assistance on  
every 4th Friday at 1557 Downtown West Blvd. 
Units 20-21 Knoxville, TN  0900-1400 Hours 
 
East TN Military Assistance Council Calendar of 
Events  web site:  www.etmac.org/calendar 

U.S. Military Veterans Discounts 

Tennessee State Discounted Fees and Taxes  
one-time fee for hunting and fishing license for 

     eligible disabled veterans.  

Distinctive motorcycle and vehicle license plates; no 

     fee for currently enlisted personnel.  

Exemption from motor vehicle privilege tax for  

     eligible permanently and totally disabled veteran or  

     former POW.  

Reduced fee state park lodging, camping, and golf. 

 Veterans Designation on drivers license.  

Operation Vet Rescue 

Rescuing & Rebuilding Lives of Homeless Veterans 

 

 

(865) 284-3188 

info@ovrtn.org 

P.O. Box 23, Greenback, N 37742 
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Newsletter Editor’s Report 

Max Gildner ET1(SS) & Bruce Eltzroth ET1(SU) 

Base Commander’s Report 
 

 I have registered us for the Knoxville’s 100th Veteran’s Day Parade. I entered with our 

float and several cars which is our normal configuration. This year’s Veteran's Day Parade will be 

held on Tuesday November 11, 2025. Typically, I do not get the final lineup and additional instruc-

tions until the last week or two prior to the parade. We have changer the date of the K25 museum to 

October 18th due to a conflict with several of our members who typically participate. 

The newsletter has been converted into a monthly publication to provide SMB members a more 
timely report of base activities, status, and future plans.  Please let us know if there are any  

suggestions for improvements to the newsletter form or contents.  Photos of base activities are 
always appreciated. 

No picnic is currently scheduled.  I intend to plan a picnic for the spring of 2026 subject to the Yacht 

Club availability.      

Program Chairman’s Report - Andy Armbrust MM1(SS) 

Storekeepers Report - Dick Mitchell ET1(SS) 

We currently have the following items on hand for sale:  

  The 2026 USSVI Calendars have been ordered.. Cost $8.00 at the meeting, but if mailed postage 
will be added.  Baseball caps w/SMB patch (White or Blue) - $14.00.  Straw Hat w/SMB patch - 
$12.00.  SMB Iron on Patches - $7.00.  SMB Logo Magnetic Car Plates - $12.00.  SMB Window 
Stickers - $3.00.  Smoky Mountain Base battery quartz wall Clocks - $15.00.  The “Nuke, I am your 
father” coins are here.—$20.00. 
 

         Remember, all purchases go to support your Smoky Mountain Base 

SMB Treasurer’s Report - Jim Rock MM1(SS) 

 
On September 18th, we had a balance of $3,212.38 

Robert (Bob) Childs, EMC(SS)  

No report submitted. 
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Base  Chaplin’s Report 
David Pope EAWS 

 

“Keep Your Heart with All Diligence:   Thoughts on Social Media” 

 There have been several brutally graphic incidents broadcast across Social Media in the 

last month or so. It’s easy to get in a dark place with too much attention to gruesome videos or 

what can only be called bickering with people whose minds are already made up. 

 Proverbs 4:23 (GB): “Keep thy heart with all diligence for out of it (are) the issues of life.” 

 This isn’t just talking about the blood pump, it’s talking about your inner man.  What you’re 

exposed to, you’ll inevitably reflect. 

 James 1:19-20 (GB): “Wherefore my deare brethren, let euery man be swift to heare, 

slow to speake, and slowe to wrath.  For the wrath of man worketh not the righteousness of God.” 

 Wisdom is to give due consideration to what the other person has to say.  You never 

know, they might just have a point. 

 And a final thought for Facebook.  There is a thought going around: “If you don’t agree 

with (thing), unfriend me now.”  I suggest that’s not constructive.  Facebook has a powerful and 

almost unknown feature: “Snooze for 30 days.”  On any profile or page, there will be three dits at 

the upper left.  Click or tap on them, go down the menu, and select for things you don’t want to 

see.  They’ll never know that you muted them, and 30 days is plenty of time for any kind of crisis 

or scandal to simmer down.  It will keep relationships (and you) mentally healthy.  

Chief of the Boat Report 

Terry McBride  MMC(SS) 

Wellness Check on Associate Member Greg McKinney   

 In September, our Base Chaplain David Pope and I made a pair of wellness and comfort visits 

to Associate Member Greg McKinney. Greg is only 69 and, while not a submariner, served in sub-

marine support roles in the Navy Reserve. He has previously been active in military organizations.   

 In August, Base Commander Marlin Helms grew concerned after receiving some unusual 

emails from Greg, one of which referenced an event from 2019. Knowing I have been friends with 

Greg for over two decades, Marlin contacted  me, and I in turn contacted David—who also served 

with Greg in the reserve component. Together, we followed up and visited Greg in September.   

 Though Greg has not been active with our base for about a year, we are glad to report that he 

appears to be cared for: his home is clean, and he has food. Still, dementia presents challenges that 

can be difficult to navigate, and David is continuing to use his network within the veterans’ services 

community to gather more information and ensure Greg’s needs are being met.  

           Our submarine veterans’ base exists not only to honor our shared heritage but also to look out 

for one another. Whether shipmate or associate member, we remain committed to keeping watch 

over those in our ranks. 
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Date:  September 18, 2025 

Presiding: Marlin Helms Base Commander 

Meeting called to Order at 1900 hours 

The Base Chaplain presented the Invocation. 

The Base Commander led the group in the Pledge of Allegiance and Treasurer read the USSVI Creed. 

Ernie Ball and Bob Childs led the Tolling of the Boats. 

COB hosted member/guest introductions. 

Number of Attendees: 14 members, 7 guest/wife’s 

Base Secretary. Minutes read 

Base Treasurer reported - $3212.38 in the account. 

Correspondence/Discussion - None 

Committees - 

· Newsletter – Man Gildner- news letter will be each month 

· Library – Marlin Helms - nothing new 

· Storekeeper – Dick Mitchell- Calendars will be ordered this month 

· Membership – stable 

· Scouting – Marlin Helms- still no contact 

· Media Manager – Marlin Helms- working on store keeper unit 

· Social Committee - Andy Armbrust – nothing new 

 

Old business –  

Butterfies outing was great 

 

New Business – 

Sunshine lady to get together a outing at K25 next month 

Greg McKinley needing help 

 
Good of the Order 

· 50/50 - $72.00 

 

Next Meeting:  1900 hrs. Thursday, October 16, 2025, at MiMi’s Café, 10945 Parkside Dr., Knoxville, TN 37934. 

 

Meeting Adjourned at 2000 hrs. 

Boat surfaced. 

Ernie Ball , Base Secretary 

Secretary 

 

SMB Meeting Minutes 
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5 

Robert Fulton’s “Nautilus 
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 On Saturday, September 6, 2025, Smokey Mountain Base members and families attended 

the10tth Annual University of Tennessee Arboretum Society’s Butterfly Festival on the UT Arbore-

tum just outside Oak Ridge.  The weather was less than ideal with storms and some light rain in 

the area.  It was well attended by both members and thee general public despite the weather. 

 The event offered opportunities to interact with butterflies in a butterfly tent; lots of informa-

tional displays on the benefits of butterflies; educational speakers; face painting for children; and 

plants that attract pollinators like butterflies. 

 After the event, base members and their families regrouped at Aubry’s Restaurant  in Oak 

Ridge to warm up and enjoy lunch.  Here are some photos taken during the event: 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Photos submitted by Bruce Eltzroth and Marlin Helms 

University of Tennessee Arboretum Society 

10th annual Butterfly Festival 
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   USSVI APPLICATION FOR MEMBERSHIP    Regular   Life  Associate     

 OUR CREED:     “To perpetuate the memory of our shipmates who gave their lives in the pursuit of their duties while serving   
their country. That their dedication, deeds and supreme sacrifice be a constant source of motivation toward greater accomplish-
ments. Pledge loyalty and patriotism to the United States of America & its Constitution.” 

         
    With my signature below I affirm that I subscribe to the Creed of the United States Submarine Veterans, Inc., and agree to abide by the Constitution, all  

Bylaws, Regulations and Procedures governing the U.S. Submarine Veterans, Inc., so long as they do not conflict with my military or civil obligations.  I will furnish proof of my eligibility  
for Regular membership, including my discharge under honorable conditions, and proof of my U.S. Navy (SS) Designation, if required by the Base or the national Membership Chairman.   
If  I am not discharged, the discharge requirement is waived.  If I am not U.S.N. submarine qualified, I am applying as an Associate member and my sponsor is indicated below. 

 

□  I certify that I was designated qualified in USN Submarines aboard ______________________ in _________ (Year) 
(Honorary designations regardless of source do not apply under any circumstances.) 

□  I certify that I received a discharge under Honorable Conditions (if not currently in military service) in _______ (Year) 

 

Name: (Print /Type) __________________________________ Address: ____________________________________  

                                                       

City: _________________________   State: ____ Zip Code: _______ - ______     Tel: (_____) _____ - __________ 

 

Signature: ____________________________________________________         Date:      ____________________ 

 

Your E-Mail Address ________________________________          Base/Chapter Desired: Smoky Mountain Base 

 

 

 
How did you find USSVI?  □  Friend,  □  Boat Assn, □  Local Event/News, □  Internet, □  Other ( _____________  ) 

Who is your sponsoring USSVI Regular Member?: (Mandatory for Assoc  Members.) ____________________________ 

Associate Applicant is:  □  Veteran  □ Spouse of Veteran  □  Other (specify)    _______________________ 

Nat’l Member Dues year runs from Jan 1st thru Dec 31st.  Please indicate your term preference: ______________________ 

Nat’l Dues:  5 Year term:  $ 140.00; 3 Year term:  $ 85.00; 1 year term (Jan thru Sep) $ 30.00; 

(Oct thru Dec adds the next year): $ 35.00 

National Life:  76+ yrs = $120.00; 66 thru 75 yrs = $240; 56 thru 65 yrs  = $ 360.00; 46 thru 55 = $500.00; Thru 45 yrs = $ 600.00 

Smoky Mountain Base dues are $ 15.00 ($ 10.00 after Aug. 1st) 

Y O U R  U . S .  N A V Y  B I O G R A P H I C A L  D A T A  
 
Date Of Birth (MM/DD/YY) --____ / ____ / ____              If other military service, What Branch?  __________ 

Highest Rate & Rank Attained: _____________  Mil Retired (Y/N):  _____   On Active Duty? (Y/N): ____ 

YR entered Mil Service:  ______  YR left Mil Service _____  (Active/Inactive reserve time also counts.) 
 

Check if your Military Service falls within any of these time periods: Dec 7, 1941, thru Dec 31, 1946;  

 June 27, 1950, thru Jan 31, 1955; Aug 5, 1964, thru May 7, 1975; and from August 2, 1990 to date.  

Check if you have been awarded an Expeditionary Medal. 

Submarines and ships served aboard as ship’s company (Use back if you need more space.)   
 
1.___________________________  Hull#____________ Rank/Rate______ From Yr.____   to Yr. _____  
 
2.___________________________  Hull#____________ Rank/Rate______ From Yr.____   to Yr. _____  
 
3.___________________________  Hull#____________ Rank/Rate______ From Yr.____   to Yr. _____  
 
4.___________________________  Hull#____________ Rank/Rate______ From Yr.____   to Yr. _____  
 
5.___________________________  Hull#____________ Rank/Rate______ From Yr.____   to Yr. _____  
 
Next of Kin:  Name: ________________________Relationship:  ________  (Spouse, Partner, Son, Daughter, Parent, Other)   
 
Address:_______________________  City:  _________________    State: ___    Zip: _________ Tel: ___________________ 
 

(Leave this address line blank if the same as your home address) 
 

home address.  
 

Upon completion, please deliver to: Marlin Helms at the monthly meeting (on the third Thursday of each month) or, Applicants on 
active duty are requested to provide a permanent mail to: 

 Marlin Helms Smoky Mountain Base Commander, 732 Old Hen Valley Road Oliver Springs TN 37840 (865) 387-5625 

  


