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Smoky-Mountain-Submarine-Veterans-273222054302 

Base meetings are scheduled on the 3rd 

Thursday of each month at: 

MIMI’S CAFÉ, 

10945 PARKSIDE DRIVE 

KNOXVILLE, TENNESSEE  

Dinner & Social Hour  @ 1800  

  
(Guests are Invited) 

To perpetuate the memory of our shipmates who gave their lives in 
the pursuit of their duties while serving their country. That their dedi-
cation, deeds, and supreme sacrifice be a constant source of motiva-
tion toward greater accomplishments.  We pledge loyalty and patri-

 

To perpetuate the memory of our shipmates who gave their lives in 
the pursuit of their duties while serving their country. That their  

dedication, deeds, and supreme sacrifice be a constant source of  

motivation toward greater accomplishments.   

We pledge loyalty and patriotism to the   

United States of America and its Constitution. 

The USSVI Submariners Purpose and Creed: 
“To honor those who serve, past, present and future.” 

The organization will engage in various 

projects that will bring about the perpetual 

remembrance of those shipmates who 

have given the supreme sacrifice.  The 

organization will also endeavor to educate 

all third parties it comes in contact with 

about the services our submarine brothers 

performed and how their sacrifices made 

possible the freedom and lifestyles we 

enjoy today. 

UNITED STATES SUBMARINE SERVICE VETERANS,INC. 
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Smoky Mountain Base Committee Chairmen 

  

  

  

  

  

  

BASE VICE COMMANDER 

Robert (Bob) Childs 

MMC(SS) USS Nautilus SSN-571  ‘67 

BASE SECRETARY 

Ernie Ball 

BASE TREASURER 

Jim Rock 

MM1(SS)  USS Andrew Jackson SSBN-619  ‘76 

BASE CHIEF OF THE BOAT 

Terry McBride 

BASE COMMANDER 

Marlin E. Helms, Jr. 

Holland Club Chairman 

MM1(SS) USS Spadefish  SSN-668  ‘74 

MMC(SS)  USS Woodrow Wilson (SSBN-624) ‘?? 

BASE PROGRAMS 

Andy Armbrust 

MM1(SS) USS Hammerhead (SSN-663)  ‘ 75 

 

 

BASE STOREKEEPER 

Dick Mitchell 

ET1(SS) USS Conger (SS/AGSS-477)  ‘59 

BASE NEWSLETTER 

Max Gildner 

ET1(SS) USS Tullibee (SSN-597)  ‘71 

BASE PHOTOGRAPHER 

Bruce Eltzroth 

Associate Member 

ET1(SU) USS Sculpin (SSN-599) 

BASE CHAPLIN 

David Pope, EAWS 

Associate Member 

OMSUBGRU-9, FP DET. 2 

WEBMASTER 

Marlin E. Helms, Jr. 

MMC(SS)  USS LaFayette (SSBN-616)  ‘75 

MEMBERSHIP / RECRUITER 

Marlin E. Helms, Jr. 

MM1(SS) USS Spadefish SSN-668  ‘74 

MM1(SS) USS Spadefish SSN-668  ‘74 
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Published by: Smoky Mountain Submarine Base 

 A Subsidiary of USSVI, a non-profit - 501(C)(19) Corporation.     Published monthly on the Base’s website. 

http://www.facebook.com/pages/Smoky-Mountain-Submarine-Veterans/273222054302 
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VETERANS ASSISTANCE & RESOURCES 

 
VA Regional Office Benefits Assistance on  
every 4th Friday at 1557 Downtown West Blvd. 
Units 20-21 Knoxville, TN  0900-1400 Hours 
 
East TN Military Assistance Council Calendar of 
Events  web site:  www.etmac.org/calendar 

U.S. Military Veterans Discounts 

Tennessee State Discounted Fees and Taxes  
 $10 one-time fee for hunting and fishing license for 

     eligible disabled veterans.  

 Distinctive motorcycle and vehicle license plates; no 

     fee for currently enlisted personnel.  

 Exemption from motor vehicle privilege tax for  

     eligible permanently and totally disabled veteran or  

     former POW.  

 Reduced fee state park lodging, camping, and golf. 

  Veterans Designation on drivers license.  

Operation Vet Rescue 

Rescuing & Rebuilding Lives of Homeless Veterans 

 

 

(865) 284-3188 

info@ovrtn.org 

P.O. Box 23, Greenback, N 37742 
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Newsletter Editor’s Report 

Max Gildner ET1(SS) & Bruce Eltzroth ET1(SU) 

Base Commander’s Report 
 

Unfortunately, we will not be marching in the Knoxville Veterans Day parade, the float will not be 

available and a little late to reorganize with some doubt that we would have enough walking members.  We 

are losing our Storekeeper the November meeting will be his last and he will be dropping off stores for the 

next Storekeeper. Dick will also have the USSVI calendars and Darth Rickover coins. We need a new Store-

keeper to fill big shoes. Further discussion into when and where to meet are needed. Most seem to favor 

moving to Saturday, I spoke with the manager of Mimi’s, and he can accommodate us at 4 on Saturday. Typ-

ically, they use all their rooms on weekends they are trying to accommodate our needs. I am also waiting on 

a response from Golden Corral on the proposed new restaurants in Knoxville, but that would be sometime in 

the future date unknown.  

Please let us know if there are any  suggestions for improvements to the newsletter form or 
 contents.  Photos of base activities are always appreciated. 

No picnic is currently scheduled.  I intend to plan a picnic for the spring of 2026 subject to the Yacht 

Club availability.      

Program Chairman’s Report - Andy Armbrust MM1(SS) 

Storekeepers Report - Dick Mitchell ET1(SS) 

We currently have the following items on hand for sale:  

  The 2026 USSVI Calendars have arrived.. Cost $8.00 at the meeting, but if mailed postage will be 
added.  Baseball caps w/SMB patch (White or Blue) - $14.00.  Straw Hat w/SMB patch - $12.00.  
SMB Iron on Patches - $7.00.  SMB Logo Magnetic Car Plates - $12.00.  SMB Window Stickers - 
$3.00.  Smoky Mountain Base battery quartz wall Clocks - $15.00.  The “Nuke, I am your father” 
coins are here.—$20.00. 
         Remember, all purchases go to support your Smoky Mountain Base 

SMB Treasurer’s Report - Jim Rock MM1(SS) 

 
On October 16th, we had a balance of $3,085.76 

Robert (Bob) Childs, EMC(SS)  

No report submitted. 
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GONE ON ETERNAL PATROL 

WALTER “GUS” KRAUS 

 For those of us not privileged to personally know this member of the Greatest Generation, the 

Editor would like to present some of Gus’s history.  The following is excerpted from an article by John 

Erardi of the River City News on May 21,2021 about the life and times of Walter “Gus” Kraus. Gus was 

the last President of the US World War II Submarine Veterans. Gus is known to a number of USSVI ba-

ses other than the USS Cincinnati Base and was active in the Cincinnati base until his health kept him 

home.  

Walter “Gus” Kraus was born on November 15, 1920, in Bamberg, Bavaria to Father George and 

mother Adelhein Kraus.  In May of 1925, the family boarded a steamship out of Bremerhaven and emi-

grated to America.  The family then settled in Newport, OH (a suburb of Cincinnati).  There Gus’s broth-

er Sebastian and sister Mary Catherine were born.  The father worked as a cabinet maker and the fami-

ly spoke German.  His Dad was his best and only friend because his schoolmates and neighborhood 

kids couldn’t communicate with him as his English was so very bad. Nevertheless, Gus graduated from 

Newport Catholic High School in June of 1938.   

 

  Gus enlisted in the U.S. Navy on January 4, 1939, and went to Boot Camp in Norfolk Va.  He 

graduated from Boot Camp in March 1939 and was assigned to the destroyer USS Shaw in San Diego, 

Ca.  He attended six-week “sound school” on the destroyer base.  It was there he volunteered for sub-

marine duty.  The Shaw sailed to Hawaii on the Shaw and operated among the Hawaiian Islands for 

several months.  After being accepted for submarine duty In May of 1940, Gus boarded the troop 

transport USS Chaumont and headed to Tsingtao, China, to meet his newly assigned submarine. 

 

 In July of 1940 he joined the submarine S-36.  From August 1040 to December 1941 the S-36 

was based in Manila, Philippines.  Then she was ordered to leave Manila and anchor in Bolinas Harbor, 

When Pearl Harbor was bombed on December 7
th
, the S-36 moved to the Lingayen Gulf.  On Decem-

ber 28,1941 the S-36 pulled into Marvelles Harbor in the Philippines province of Bataan and concealed 

herself.  On New Year’s Day 1942 in Calapan Harbor, Philippines the S-36 blasted a hole in the 5,000-

ton Japanese freighter. 

 

On January 15
th
, 1942, the S-36 was back out at sea but unable to dive deep due to an oil leak.  

A Japanese destroyer appeared on the horizon.  The S-36 dove to 60 feet and the oil leak stopped.  

The S-36 turned to attack but was depth charged.  The S-36 survived but was damaged and the gyro-

compass was out of commission.  Without guidance of its gyrocompass the S-36 ran aground on Taka 

Bakang Reef in Makassar Straits.  Efforts to extract the sub failed and the crew of 47 men evacuated by 

a Dutch merchant vessel.  The crew was taken to the island of Java in Indonesia for reassignment. 
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From March 1942, through August 15,1945 (V-J Day) Gus completed eleven wartime patrols. 

Serving aboard the USS Snapper (SS-185) (Salmon Class), USS Pickerel (SS-177) (Porpoise 

Class), and the USS Cobbler (SS-344) (Balao Class) submarines.  

In April 1953, Guss was commissioned as an Ensign after completing Officer’s Candidate 

School in Newport, RI.  He was then assigned to the USS Sarda (SS-488) (Tench Class) conduct-

ing various training and equipment testing activities for Submarine Squadron Two. 

Gus also served on several submarine tenders and shore support commands.  Gus retired 

as a Commander in February of 1969 after more than 30 years of Honorable naval service. 

In August of 1974 he married Ecuadorian Ketta Banda, whom he had met in Washington, 

D.C.  They had two children, Emily and Gretchen. The family settled in Cresent Springs, KY.
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SMB TOUR OF K-25 HISTORY MUSEUM  AND THE  INTERPRETIVE 

CENTER 

 Our trip to the K-25 Museum started at Dean’s Restaurant and Bakery on Jackson Square in 

Oak Ridge for breakfast. The Oak Ridge Heritage and Preservation Association recently selected 

Dean’s Restaurant and Bakery as its 2025 Historic Preservation Award recipient. After breakfast we 

drove out to the K-25 History Museum.  

 The attendant gave us an introduction then gave each of us a security badge that would acti-

vate displays in the museum. The first stop was a briefing room where a visual display gave us his-

tory via archived film and PowerPoint presentations. The museum has artifacts from the now de-

molished K-25. One of the items that looked like a piece fire equipment but sprayed borated water 

to suppress unwanted criticalities.  

 Next, we took a short walk to the Interpretive Center where there was a model of K-25 and 

an overlook at the footprint where K-25 used to be. Interesting facts about K-25 were on display 

around the model.  .(Article and photos by Marlin Helms) 
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“NAUTILUS” 

History of  a Submarine’s Name  

 Any student of naval history soon realizes that one ship’s name seems to be more com-

mon than others.  That name is “Nautilus”.  The name is believed to have derived from the Greek 

word “nautilos” meaning “sailor”.   

 Dictionaries define a Nautilus as an ocean Cephalopod that has existed relatively un-

changed for hundreds of millions of years.  It is characterized as a relatively small (4–10-inch di-

ameter) creature with a hard convoluted shell with internal chambers and moves by jetting water.  

It changes depth by moving water into and out of its chambers. Sounds like nature’s prototype 

submarine in many ways. 

 Wikipedia lists a great many surface and submersible vessels that were named “Nautilus” 

dating from 1762 through present time.  They originate from many different countries and private 

companies. 

 The first submersible named “Nautilus” was a vessel designed and built by American engi-

neer and inventor, Robert Fulton for the French Navy in the late 1790s.  Fulton’s submarine 

made several test dives and successfully demonstrated it’s ability to sink a surface ship.  It never 

saw any actual combat use and was dismantled. 

 The science fiction writer Jules Vern named his fictional submarine “Nautilus” in his books 

“Twenty Thousand Leagues Under the Sea” in 1870 and “The Mysterious Island” in 1874.  Alt-

hough not a real submarine, this submarine is probably one of the best-known submarines to the 

public and sailors alike. 

 Great Brittian launched the HMS Nautilus submarine in 1914. She was the largest subma-

rine to be built for the Royal Navy at that time.  She was the first submarine to switch from saddle 

tanks to using a double hull.  She was decommissioned in 1922. 

 The French Navy launched their submarine “Nautilus” in 1930.  She was a Saphir-class 

submarine.  She was captured in Tunisia by Italian forces in December 1942 and sunk there dur-

ing an Allied air raid on January 31, 1943. 

 USS Nautilus (SS-168) was a Narwhal-class very large cruiser submarine.  She was the 

first submarine to be built at the Mare Island Naval Shipyard in Vallejo, CA.  Like her sister boats, 

she had both her inner and outer hulls of riveted construction.  Her super structure was of welded 

construction. She was launched March 15, 1930.  She served in both the Atlantic and Pacific 

oceans.  She compiled an impressive 14 patrols surviving the war and was decommissioned in 

Philadelphia, PA on July 25, 1945. 

 The most familiar USS Nautilus (SSN-571) was the first nuclear powered vessel and sub-

marine.  She was built by General Dynamics of Groton, CT and launched on January 21,1954.  

She was commissioned on September 30,1954 and delivered to the Navy in 1955.  She was the 

first submarine to make a submerged transit of the North Pole on August 3, 1958.  She was de-

commissioned on March 3, 1980, and designated a National Historic Landmark in 1982.  She has 

been preserved as a museum ship at the Submarine Force Library and Museum in Groton, CT. 

and receives around 250,000 visitors each year.   
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   USSVI APPLICATION FOR MEMBERSHIP    Regular   Life  Associate     

 OUR CREED:     “To perpetuate the memory of our shipmates who gave their lives in the pursuit of their duties while serving   
their country. That their dedication, deeds and supreme sacrifice be a constant source of motivation toward greater accomplish-
ments. Pledge loyalty and patriotism to the United States of America & its Constitution.” 

         
    With my signature below I affirm that I subscribe to the Creed of the United States Submarine Veterans, Inc., and agree to abide by the Constitution, all  

Bylaws, Regulations and Procedures governing the U.S. Submarine Veterans, Inc., so long as they do not conflict with my military or civil obligations.  I will furnish proof of my eligibility  
for Regular membership, including my discharge under honorable conditions, and proof of my U.S. Navy (SS) Designation, if required by the Base or the national Membership Chairman.   
If  I am not discharged, the discharge requirement is waived.  If I am not U.S.N. submarine qualified, I am applying as an Associate member and my sponsor is indicated below. 

 

□  I certify that I was designated qualified in USN Submarines aboard ______________________ in _________ (Year) 
(Honorary designations regardless of source do not apply under any circumstances.) 

□  I certify that I received a discharge under Honorable Conditions (if not currently in military service) in _______ (Year) 

 

Name: (Print /Type) __________________________________ Address: ____________________________________  

                                                       

City: _________________________   State: ____ Zip Code: _______ - ______     Tel: (_____) _____ - __________ 

 

Signature: ____________________________________________________         Date:      ____________________ 

 

Your E-Mail Address ________________________________          Base/Chapter Desired: Smoky Mountain Base 

 

 

 
How did you find USSVI?  □  Friend,  □  Boat Assn, □  Local Event/News, □  Internet, □  Other ( _____________  ) 

Who is your sponsoring USSVI Regular Member?: (Mandatory for Assoc  Members.) ____________________________ 

Associate Applicant is:  □  Veteran  □ Spouse of Veteran  □  Other (specify)    _______________________ 

Nat’l Member Dues year runs from Jan 1st thru Dec 31st.  Please indicate your term preference: ______________________ 

Nat’l Dues:  5 Year term:  $ 140.00; 3 Year term:  $ 85.00; 1 year term (Jan thru Sep) $ 30.00; 

(Oct thru Dec adds the next year): $ 35.00 

National Life:  76+ yrs = $120.00; 66 thru 75 yrs = $240; 56 thru 65 yrs  = $ 360.00; 46 thru 55 = $500.00; Thru 45 yrs = $ 600.00 

Smoky Mountain Base dues are $ 15.00 ($ 10.00 after Aug. 1st) 

Y O U R  U . S .  N A V Y  B I O G R A P H I C A L  D A T A  
 
Date Of Birth (MM/DD/YY) --____ / ____ / ____              If other military service, What Branch?  __________ 

Highest Rate & Rank Attained: _____________  Mil Retired (Y/N):  _____   On Active Duty? (Y/N): ____ 

YR entered Mil Service:  ______  YR left Mil Service _____  (Active/Inactive reserve time also counts.) 
 
  Check if your Military Service falls within any of these time periods: Dec 7, 1941, thru Dec 31, 1946;  

 June 27, 1950, thru Jan 31, 1955; Aug 5, 1964, thru May 7, 1975; and from August 2, 1990 to date.  

 Check if you have been awarded an Expeditionary Medal. 

Submarines and ships served aboard as ship’s company (Use back if you need more space.)   
 
1.___________________________  Hull#____________ Rank/Rate______ From Yr.____   to Yr. _____  
 
2.___________________________  Hull#____________ Rank/Rate______ From Yr.____   to Yr. _____  
 
3.___________________________  Hull#____________ Rank/Rate______ From Yr.____   to Yr. _____  
 
4.___________________________  Hull#____________ Rank/Rate______ From Yr.____   to Yr. _____  
 
5.___________________________  Hull#____________ Rank/Rate______ From Yr.____   to Yr. _____  
 
Next of Kin:  Name: ________________________Relationship:  ________  (Spouse, Partner, Son, Daughter, Parent, Other)   
 
Address:_______________________  City:  _________________    State: ___    Zip: _________ Tel: ___________________ 
 

(Leave this address line blank if the same as your home address) 
 

home address.  
 

Upon completion, please deliver to: Marlin Helms at the monthly meeting (on the third Thursday of each month) or, Applicants on 
active duty are requested to provide a permanent mail to: 

 Marlin Helms Smoky Mountain Base Commander, 732 Old Hen Valley Road Oliver Springs TN 37840 (865) 387-5625 

   


